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HICHL ORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Council  Offices, 
Bath  Road, 

Swindon,  V; i Its . 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Highworth  Rural 
District  Council: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  second  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  of  Highworth  Rural  District  for 
the  year  1S63. 

Once  again  this  year,  many  matters  of  Public 
Health  interest  have  been  in  the  public  eye,  smoking 
and  health  has  continued  to  be  a very  topical  subject 
as  has  fluoridation  of  water  supplies.  Arguments  on 
fluoridation  rage  backwards  and  forwards  and  no  clear 
lead  for  either  side  has  emerged.  It  seems,  however, 
that  fluoridation  is  gradually  finding  favour  as  more 
and  more  Councils  agree  to  its  use  in  their  supplies 
of  water. 

The  statistics  on  the  following  pages  show  that 
the  health  of  this  district  compares  favourably  with 
the  rest  of  the  country.  During  the  year  no  new 
serious  hazard  was  found. 

Once  again  Mr.  Underwood's  report  shows  the 
maintenance  of  a very  high  standard  of  environmental 
health  and  hygiene.  The  fact  that  his  report  is  in  a 
separate  section  should  not  be  taken  to  indicate  a 
division  in  the  Public  Health  Department;  the. Public 
Health  Department  has  always  worked  as  a complete  team 
with  no  one  person  more  or  less  important  than  the  other. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  Public  Health  Department 
has  no  visible  end  product  of  its  work,  we  are  unable  to 
point  to  blocks  of  houses  or  money  saved  or  smooth 
administration.  Absence  of  vermin  or  rubbish,  absence 
of  nuisance  - normal  sanitation  and  good  health  are  not 
impressive.  The  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors-  is 
however  vital  if  we  are  to  maintain  our  state  of  health 
or  improve  it.  It  is  sad,  therefore,  when  attempts  are 
made  to  reduce  staffs  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  and 
downgrade  them,  rather  than  to  increase  their  numbers. 

Although  the  Housing  Department  is  a separate 
department,  nevertheless  there  are  certain  links  between 
the  two  departments  without  which  the  efficient  running 
of  either  department  could  not  be  maintained. 


JOHN  A.  THEOBALD 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  ....  .... 

Population  (Registrar • General' s 
Estimate)  at  June  1963  .... 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  as  at 

31.12.63  .....  .... 

Rateable  Value  at  31,3.64  .... 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  as 

at  31 . 3 . 64  ....  .... 


48,549  acres 
29,920 
9,608 

£1,507,657 

£6,228 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Birth  and_ Death  Rates  Compared  with  Othe r Areas 
(Births  and  Deaths  per  1,000  1 ~ 


Corrected  Birth  C o r r e ct_e d Death 

Rate  Rate 


Highworth  R.D. 

21.56 

11.83 

England  and  Wales 

18.2 

12.2 

Wi It shire 

20.21 

11.5 

In  calculating  Birth  and  Death  rates,  area 
comparability  factors  are  issued  by  the  Registrar 
General  to  "correct"  irregularities  in  the  age  and  sex 
structure  of  the  population,  and  also  to  take  into 
account  any  high  mortality  due  to  the  presence  of 
residential  institutions. 


TABLE  I 

Births  and  Infanti le  Deaths  1 9 _63 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Live  births 

330 

322 

18 

13 

683 

Still  births 

10 

8 

— 

— 

18 

Deaths  under  1 year 

11 

9 

1 

— 

21 

Deaths  under  4 weeks 

10 

5 

— 

— 

15 

Deaths  under  1 week 

9 

i_ 

- 

- 

11 

Infantile  Mortality 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  the  number  of 
deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 
registered  live  births. 

There  were  21  deaths  among  infants  under  one  year 
of  age  to  683  live  births  in  the  area. 

This  is  too  small  a figure  to  calculate  an  accurate 
infantile  mortality  rate,  but  it  should  be  compared 
with  the  National  rate  of  20.9  deaths  in  infants  under 
one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births,  and  the  Wiltshire 
rate  of  20.75. 
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COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 


The  following  infectious-  diseases  were  notified 
during  the  year  :- 


Scarlet  fever  ....  9 
Whooping  Cough  ....  56 
Measles  ....  514 
Erysipelas  ....  1 
Food  Poisoning  ....  1 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  1 
Tuberculosis  Respiratory  6 
Acute  Pneumonia  ....  6 
Dysentery  ....  5 
Meningococcal  Infection  2 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  ....  1 


No  cases  of  the  following  diseases  were  notified: - 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Smallpox 

Acute  Encephalitis 
Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

Measles 

This  year  was  a measles  year,  and  is  shown  to  be 
so  by  comparison  with  last  year's  figures  :- 

1961  - 523 

1962  - 16 

1963  - • 514 


Dysentery 

Five  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  during  the 
year.  Only  one  of  these  cases  was  positive  and,  in 
fact,  was  already  in  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Investig- 
ation of  the  rest  of  her  family  revealed  that  her  father 
and  two  of  her  brothers  were  also  carriers  of  the  same 
disease,  this  matter  was  soon  cleared  up  by  appropriate 
treatment  and  its  extent  cannot  be  said  to  constitute  an 
outbreak.  It  is,  however,  an  illustration  of  how 
carriers  can  exist,  even  though  they  are  entirely  symptom- 
less - these  carriers  can  easily  lead  to  further  cases 
and  must  be  sought  out  when  clinical  cases  come  to  light. 

Pol i omye litis 

Once  again  no  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  notified 
which  is  further  proof  of  the  effectiveness  of  the 
immunisation  campaign  of  the  County  Council.  National 
figures  also  show  a remarkable  decrease  in  figures  for 
poliomyelitis . 

I repeat  again  this  year  that  there  are  still  many 
people  who  have  not  yet  been  immunised  against  polio, 
and  these  people  are  a danger  not  only  to  themselves 
but  to  others  to  whom  they  could  spread  the  disease. 

Even  in  the  comparative  absence  of  cases  we  must  not 
become  complacent  about  the  level  of  immunity  against 
poliomyelitis . 
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The  information  contained  in  Tables  11  and  111  is  supplied  by  the  Health  Department 
of  the  Wilts  County  Council, 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


During  the  year,  following  my  routine  report 
about  numbers  of  measles  cases  in  the  district,  remarks 
were  made  by  a Councillor  regarding  school  children  and 
measles  which  lead,  through  the  press,  to  a great  deal 
of  publicity.  This  prompted  me  to  ponder  over  the 
guestion  of  notification  of  infectious  diseases. 


The  onus  of  notification  of  an  infectious  disease 
in  any  person  falls  upon  either  the  head  of  the  house- 
hold or  their  doctor  (who  receives  2s.  6d,  for  every 
notification  made).  There  are  penalties  for  failure 
to  notify  a case  of  infectious  disease  to  the  appropriate 
Local  Authority. 

Much  discussion  has  taken  place  over  the  types  of 
disease  which  should  be  notified  and,  however  this  may 
turn  out,  the  diseases  which  must  be  notified  at  present 
are  : - 


Anthrax  Cholera 

T'iptheria  Dysentery 

Encephalitis  (Acute)  Erysipelas 

Enteric  (Typhoid  or  Paratyphoid)  Fever 


Malaria 
Membranous  Croup 
Opthalmia  Neonatorum 
Pneumonia  Acute  Primary 
Poliomyelitis  (Acute) 
Relapsing  Fever 
Smallpox 
Typhus 


Measles 
Meningococcal  Infection 
Plague 

Pneumonia  Acute  Influenzal 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Scarlatina  or  Scarlet  Fever 
Tuberculosis 
Whooping  Cough 


Food  Poisoning  or  suspected  Food  Poisoning 

Obviously  some  of  these  are  more  important  than 
others,  to  my  mind  some  of  the  important  ones  are 


Diptheria 

Dysentery 

Enteric  Typhoid  (or  Paratyphoid)  Fever 

Smallpox 

Tuberculosis 

Food  Poisoning 

because  these  diseases  are  either  serious  or  are  capable 
of  being  prevented  f rom  s pr earning  by  the  appropriate  (and 
immediate)  action. 


To  be  able  to  take  effective  action  the  Public  Health 
Department  must  have  notification  when  these  diseases  are 
present  or  are  even  suspected  of  being  present. 

THE  CARS  OF  AGED  PERSONS 

Once  again  this  year  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  use 
Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  which  provides 
for  compulsory  removal  of  an  aged  or  infirm  person  to  a 
hospital  or  other  place  of  care  for  a period  of  three  weeks. 
This  is  a very  difficult  section  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act  to  use  because  before  one  can  forcibly  remove  a person 
for  three  weeks  the  conditions  must  be  really  appalling. 

If  the  period  of  compulsion  was  only  three  days  I feel 
certain  that  it  would  be  easier  to  take  advantage  of  it,  and 
once  the  person  had  been  in  comfortable  surroundings  for 
the  three  days  they  would  be  more  willing  to  stay  there  for 
a longer  period. 
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SMOKING  AND  HEALTH 


During  the  year  much  was  written  and  said  on  this 
subject,  but  the  conclusion  was  always  reached  that  the 
Ministry  report  was  correct  and  that  smoking  in  any 
amount,  not  only  damaged  health  but  endangered  life. 
Warnings  were  issued  through  the  Press,  T.V.  and  Radio 
Anti-Smoking  Clinics  were  started,  films  were  made  and 
shown,  a Central  Council  for  Health  Education  mobile 
health  education  unit  was  sent  touring  the  country,  but 
in  spite  of  all  these  measures  figures  issued  at  the 
end  of  the  year  showed  that  both  cigarette  consumption 
and  tobacco  consumption  had  risen  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

This  problem  can  be  put  into  perspective  when  we 
realise  that  lung  cancer  deaths  are  about  four  times  the 
road  deaths  in  any  one  year,  and  that  each  day  in  this 
country  70  people  die  of  lung  cancer,  that  is  approximately 
one  every  20  minutes. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 


Legislation  and  better  standards  of  living  have  done 
a great  deal  to  improve  the  health  of  the  people  of  this 
country. 

A point  has  now  been  reached  where  further  legislation 
or  a further  improvement  in  housing  conditions  can  do  very 
little  more  to  make  the  health  of  the  people  better.  The 
major  diseases  of  today  are  the  cancers;  accidents  and 
heart  and  blood  vessel  disease.  There  is  still  much 
argument  over  the  latter  in  terms  of  diet  and  cholesterol 
levels,  but  the  means  of  prevention  of  accidents  and  lung 
cancer  are  entirely  within  the  hands  of  the  individual. 

No  accident  need  happen  and  if  an  individual  takes 
adequate  precautions  there  should  be  no  deaths  from  this 
cause.  If  an  individual  never  smoked  then  the  deaths 
from  lung  cancer  would  drop  dramatically  in  a few  years. 

It  is  impossible  to  pass  laws  preventing  accidents  or 
preventing  smoking,  and  the  only  way  in  which  we  can 
achieve  any  progress  is  to  educate  people  in  health 
matters  so  that  they  realise  the  danger  that  they  are 
running . 

Health  education  is,  therefore,  an  extremely 
important  subject,  apart  from  the  routine  work  of  a 
Public  Health  Department  this  probably  is  the  next  most 
important  thing.  Health  education  is  best  done  at  a 
personal  level,  and  of  course  very  much  is  done  by  the 
individual  public  health  inspector,  school  medical 
officer,  General  Practitioner  etc. 

It  is,  however,  very  time  consuming  and  so  a large 
labour  force  is  needed  if  health  education  is  to  be  at 
all  successful. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  HIGHvv ORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT 


COUNCIL  DURING  1963 


CAUSE 


Male  Female 


Measles  •••■  . 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  .... 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  .... 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  .... 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 
Diabetes  ....  ....  .... 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 
Coronary  Disease,  Angina  .... 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 
Other  Heart  Disease  .... 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  .... 
Influenza  ....  ....  .... 

Pneumonia  ....  ....  .... 

Bronchitis  ....  .... 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum. . . 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  .... 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  .... 

Congenital  Malformations  .... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined,  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  .... 

All  other  accidents  .... 

Suicide  ....  ....  .... 


2 

16 


11 

1 

30 

27 

5 

40 

5 
2 
8 

16 

2 

1 

2 

2 

27 

6 

1 


1 

1 

7 

2 

11 

1 

31 

15 

7 

47 

7 

8 

11 

8 

3 

1 


2 

20 

2 


TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 


204  185 


CANCER 


Of  the  389  deaths  in  the  district,  cancer  caused 
50  (12.8%)  of  these  16  (32%)  were  due  to  lung  cancer. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

, CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

AND  HOUSING  OFFICER 

for  the  year  1963 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HIGHwQRTH  RURAL 

DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  submit  to  you  my  19th  Annual 
Report  upon  the  administration  of  the  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Departments.  The  most  striking  feature 
of  the  Report  is  the  continued  growth  of  the  area  in 
population  and  housing,  the  figures  estimated  in 
previous  years  can  now,  due  to  the  1961  Census  figures 
being  available,  be  corrected  and  brought  up  to  date 
in  all  parishes  both  for  population  and  housing,  with 
greater  degree  of  accuracy  and,  no  doubt,  this  will 
be  noticed  in  the  Tables  submitted  in  this  Report, 

Although  the  growth  of  the  area  continued  in  1963, 
the  willing  team-spirit  of  the  staffs  of  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Departments  kept  pace  with  the 
increase  of  work  and  abreast  of  the  new  legislation 
which  came  into  force  during  the  year,  and  I would  like 
to  thank  them,  and  the  other  Officers  and  Staff  of  the 
Council  for  their  continued  support. 

The  major  problems  of  slum  clearance  and 
sanitation  affecting  the  community  have,  to  a greater 
degree,  been  solved,  but  much  remains  to  be  done  with 
regard  to  providing  the  essential  amenities  in  many 
houses  which,  at  present,  are  without  the  accepted 
standards . 

May  I be  permitted  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
once  again  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  full  support  during  the  year, 
and  to  all  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued 
interest  in  the  day-to-day  working  of  the  Department, 
and  I would  also  wish  to  thank  Doctor  Theobald,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  his  continued  help  and 
co-operation. 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 
A.G.  UNDERWOOD 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Housing  Officer 
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NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS 


CARRIED  OUT  DURING  1963 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 


Complaints  General  . . . . 

■ ■ a ■ 

a a a a 

165 

Revisits  , . „ . .... 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

a a a a 

187 

Infectious  disease  enquiries 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

a a a a 

48 

Faeces  samples  .... 

■ a ■ ■ 

a a b a 

30 

Visits  to  Pathological  Laboratory 

a a a a 

49 

Drainage  inspections  .... 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

a a a a 

179 

Revisits  ....  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

47 

Public  Conveniences  . . 

a a a a 

a a a b 

18 

Refuse  Collection  .... 

■ ■ a a 

a a a a 

212 

Refuse  disposal  .... 

a a a a 

a a a i 

214 

Water  supplies  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

185 

Water  sampling  .... 

• a a a 

a a a a 

63 

Streams  and  Wa ter courses 

a a a a 

a a a a 

19 

Keeping  of  animals  .... 

■ a ■ a 

a a a a 

26 

Disinfestation  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

29 

Rodent  Control  .... 

a a o a 

a a a a 

305 

Offensive  Trades  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

38 

Smoke  Observations  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

9 

Moveable  Dwellings  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

153 

Knackers  Yard  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

25 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 

Meat  Inspection  „ . . . 

a a a a 

a a a a 

825 

Bakehouses ...  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

25 

Butchers  Shops  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

21 

Cafes  and  Restaurants. . . 

a a a a 

a a a a 

19 

Wet  and  Fried  Fish  Shops 

a a a a 

a a a a 

4 

General  Provisions  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

78 

Works  Canteens,  Hostels  and 

school 

meals  depot 

39 

Licen  cad  premises  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

108 

Delivery  Vehicles  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

5 

Other  Food  Premises  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

62 

Food  Manufacturing  Premises 

a a a a 

a a a a 

15 

Ice-cream  samples  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

14 

Ice-cream  storage  and.  sale 

a o a a 

a a a a 

15 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

Milk  samples  .... 

a a a a 

484 

Milk  suppliers  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

7 

Retail  dairies  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

37 

FACTORIES  ACT 

Factories  inspection 

a a a a 

a a a a 

138 

Revisits  ....  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

18 

Outworkers  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

92 

HOUSING  ACTS 

Housing  inspections.  Section 

a 

a 

CO 

1 — 1 

a a a a 

74 

Revisits  to  above  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

43 

Housing  survey  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

— 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits 

a a a a 

a a a a 

150 

Improvement  Grants  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

941 

Visits  to  Council  Houses 

a a a a 

.... 

1603 

MI SC E L LAN EOUS 

Shops  other  than  Food  Premises... 

a ■ a a 

7 

Storacre  of  Petroleum 

a a a a 

a a a a 

271 

Rag  Flock  Act  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

- 

Interviews  and  appointments 

a a a a 

a a a a 

610 

Miscellaneous  public  health 
Visits  to  aged  persons 

visits 

a a a a 

140 

a a a a 

a a a a 

128 

Waste  foods  order  .... 

a a a a 

a a a a 

5 

National  Assistance  Act 

a a a a 

a a a a 

- 

Inspection  of  schools... 

.... 

a a a a 

24 
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SECTION.  ONE: 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  district  is  provided  with  a mains 
supply  by  the  Swindon  Water  Undertaking  in 
nearly  all  parishes,  this  supply  is  adequate 
and  is  chlorinated  and  is  not  liable  to  plumbo- 
solvency.  Both  chemical  and  bacteriological 
analysis  of  the  supply  gave  every  satisfaction 
as  to  purity  of  the  supply. 

There  are,  however,  small  hamlets  which 
are  provided  with  mains  water  by  private  under- 
takers some  of  which  are  of  doubtful  quality, 
and  which  are  not  yet  chlorinated,  it  is  hoped  in 
these  cases  that  very  shortly  these  supplies  will 
be  replaced  by  the  Swindon  Water  Undertaking,  or 
efficiently  chlorinated. 

There  are  still  a small  number  of  standtaps 
at  the  rear  of  privately  owned  property,  and  also 
a small  number  of  shallow  wells.  It  is  hoped  in 
the  not  too  distant  future  to  dispense  with  this 
antiquated  form  of  water  supply  to  households, 
and  for  all  the  dwellings  in  the  Highworth  Rural 
District  Council  to  enjoy  at  least  a piped  water 
supply  indoors. 
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DETAILS  OF  ALL  WATER  SAMPLES  TAKEN  IN  THE 
VARIOUS  PARISHES 


PARISH 

TOTAL  NO.  OF 
SAMPLES  TAKEN 
CHEMICAL  AND 
BACTERIOLOGICAL 

TOTAL  NO. 
SATISFACTORY 

TOTAL  NO. 
UN- 
SATISFACTORY 

Bishopstone 

7 

1 

6 

Blunsdon 

— 

_ 

— 

Castle  Eaton 

2 

1 

1 

Chiseldon 

8 

5 

3 

Hannington 

1 

1 

— 

Haydon  Wick 

- 

— 

— 

Highworth 

7 

4 

3 

Ingle sham 

— 

— 

- 

Liddington 

10 

5 

5 

South  Mars ton 

— 

— 

— 

Stanton  Fitz. 

— 

— 

— 

Stratton 

11 

10 

1 

Wanborough 

12 

1 

11 

Wrought on 

7 

4 

3 

TOTAL : - 

65 

32 

33 

SAMPLING  AND  ANALYSIS  OF,  PUBLIC  SUPPLIES 

No,  of.  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  exam.  12 

No.  of  samples  giving  unsatisfactory  results  ....  - 

No.  of  samples  submitted  for  chemical  analysis...  9 

No.  of  samples  giving  unsatisfactory  results  .... 

No.  of  samples  submitted  for  fluoride  test  .... 


PRIVATE,  SUPPLIES 


PARISH 

TOTAL  NUMBER 
OF  SAMPLES 
TAKEN 

TOTAL  NUMBER 
SATISFACTORY 

TOTAL  NUMBER 
UN- 
SATISFACTORY 

Chiseldon 

2 

2 

— 

Wanborough 

12 

1 

11 

Bishopstone 

6 

— 

6 

TOTAL:- 

20 



3 

17 

SAMPLING  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  PRIVATE  SUPPLIES 

No.  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  exam.  20 
No.  of  samples  giving  unsatisfactory  results  ....  17 
No,  of  samples  submitted  for  chemical  analysis.... 

No.  of  samples  giving  unsatisfactory  results  ....  - 

No.  of  samples  submitted  for  fluoride  test  .... 
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INDIVIUAL  WELL  SUPPLIES . 


PARISH 

TOTAL  NUMBER 

OF  SAMPLES 
TAjCEini 

TOTAL  NUMBER 
SATISFACTORY 

TOTAL  NUMBER 
UN- 
SATISFACTORY 

Wrought on 

3 

3 

Chiseldon 

3 

- 

3 

Highworth 

6 

3 

3 

Castle  Eaton 

1 

- 

1 

Hanning ton 

1 

1 

- 

Liddington 

9 

A 

be 

5 

Stratton 

1 

- 

1 

TOTAL : - 

24 

8 

16 

SAMPLING  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  INDIVIDUAL  SUPPLIES 
No.  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  exam.  24 
No,  of  samples  giving  unsatisfactory  results  ....  16 

Mo.  of  samples  submitted  for  chemical  analysis... 


SUMMARY  OF  ALL  SAMPLING 

Total  number  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  from  public,  private  and  individual 
supplies  ....  .. . . 56 

Total  number  of  samples  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis  from  public,  private  and  individual 

supplies  ....  ....  9 

Total  number  of  samples  submitted  for 

fluoride  test  ....  ....  - 


Total  number  of  samples  taken:  65 
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SECTION  TWO: 


INSPECTION.  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD , 

FOOD  P SPARING  PREPISES  AND  FOOD  SHOPS 

COMMUNAL  CATERING,  PREMISES 

The  number  of  catering  establishments  (factory 
canteens,  school  kitchens,  hotels,  restaurants, 
cafes  etc.)  in  the  district  is  now  thirty. 

Major  works  of  alteration  and  improvement  were 
carried  out  at  two  premises  (factory  canteen  and  road- 
side .cafe)  and  one  new  cafe  was  opened  in  Stratton  St. 
Margaret.  All  such  premises  were  subject  to  inspection 
during  the  year,  and  apart  from  the  usual  minor  infringe- 
ments of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  they  were  found  to 
be  generally  satisfactory. 


BAKEHOUSES 


With  one  exception,  the  bakehouses  are  small 
businesses  carried  on  in  old  premises  where  varying 
attempts  at  improvement,  extension  and  modernisation 
have  been  undertaken.  Generally,  standards  have  been 
reasonably  satisfactory,  but  statutory  action  was  again 
necessary  in  the  case  of  the  bakehouse  referred  to  in 
last  year's  report.  Contraventions  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  (disrepair,  lack  of  cleanliness  and  certain 
amenities)  resulted  in  a second  prosecution.  The 
defendant  was  granted  a conditional  discharge. However, 
conditions  at  the  bakehouse  concerned  improved  to  a 
standard  above  complaint. 

LICENCED  PREMISES 

Ninety-six  inspections  were  made  of  the  60  licensed 
premises  in  the  area,  and  every  co-operation  received 
from  the  brewery  tenants  and  managers . 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  good  standard  of 
hygiene  has  been  maintained  in  the  majority  of  the 
licensed  premises. 

FOOD  CHOPS  - GENERAL 

Verbal  warnings  were  necessary  in  a number  of 
cases  where  the  first-aid  kits  were  not  complete,  due 
to  bandages  etc.  having  been  used  and  not  replaced. 

At  least  this  demonstrated  the  necessity  for  the 
provision  of  such  outfits. 

On  only  one  occasion  was  evidence  seen  of  rodent 
infestation.  This  fact  must  demonstrate  the  benefit 
derived  from  a methodical  and  regular  treatment  of 
each  parish  by  the  Rodent  Destruction  section  of  this 
Department . 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  there  was  a large 
improvement  in  the  handling  and  rotation  of  foods  as 
well  as,  cleansing  of  the  refrigerator  cabinets. 

In  addition  no  employee  was  noted  smoking  while 
on  food  premises. 
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NUMBER  OF  PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  THE  PROVISIONS 
OF  SECTION  16  OF  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


Number  of  premises  used  for  the  preparation  or 
manufacture  of  sausages,  potted,  pressed, 
pickled  or  preserved  food  ....  ....  13 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the 

manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream  ....  - 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the 

sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream  ....  89 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  PREMISES  REGISTERED:  ....  102 


PREPARATION  AND  SALE  OF  ICE-CREAi> 

There  are  no  ice-cream  manufacturers  in  the  area 
but  89  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  and 
storage  of  ice-cream. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  results  of  the 
methylene  blue  gradings  :- 

Grade  1 ....  6 

Grade  2 ....  7 

Grade  3 ....  1 

The  majority  of  the  Grades  2 and  the  Grade  3 
may  have  been  due  to  traders  storing  pre-packed 
frozen  food  packs  in  with  the  ice-cream.  This 
resulted  in  a great  deal  of  handling  of  the  ice-cream. 

Once  the  practice  ceased  the  grading  again 
gave  the  usual  excellent  results. 


FOOD  PREMISES  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

The  following  Table  gives  the  details  of  the 
many  and  varied  types  of  food  premises  in  each 
parish  in  the  area. 

It  should  be  noted  that  at  the  end  of  the 
year  there  were  336  premises  which  required 
inspection  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955, 
and  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1960, 

Once  more  there  has  been  a slight  increase 
over  the  number  in  the  previous  year. 
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SECTION  THREE: 


MILT  SUPPLIES 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  REGULATIONS  1963 
MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS  1959 

The  routine  inspection  of  dairies  for  the  purposes  of  the 
above  Regulations  has  been  undertaken  on  the  basis  of  one  visit 
per  quarter.  37  visits  were  made  which  include  several  at  one 
particular  premises  as  part  of  a special  investigation  referred 
to  hereafter. 

Sampling  of  designated  milks  by  virtue  of  powers  delegated 
by  the  Wilts  County  Council  has  continued  throughout  the  year. 

As  the  County  Council  require  the  regular  sampling  of  all  grades 
of  milk,  the  new  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1963  had 
the  effect  of  reducing  the  number  of  heat  treated  samples  taken 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  480  samples  were  taken  and 
the  results  of  the  prescribed  tests  are  given  below.  All  test 
failures  were  followed  up  by  further  sampling  and  investigation 
either  by  this  department  or  by  report  to  the  appropriate 
licensing  authority. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  in  the  delegation 
agreement  with  the  County  Council  a check  on  the  one  licensed 
distributor  in  the  area  selling  raw  milk  was  maintained  by 
periodical  bottle  rinses.  In  November  a bottle  rinse  proved 
unsatisfactory.  This  was  followed  up  and  led  to  a series  of 
rinses  giving  higher  plate  counts  with  isolation  of  b.  coli. 

The  dairy  premises  have  been  the  subject  of  a thorough 
investigation  including,  in  addition  to  bottle  rinses,  tests  on 
detergent  solution,  final  rinsing  water  and  the  bottled  milk. 

The  cause  of  the  unsatisfactory  bottles  has  not  yet  been 
determined.  However,  there  is  no  apparent  corresponding  adverse 
effect  upon  the  milk  as  judged  by  the  methylene  blue  test  as, 
with  one  exception,  the  numerous  samples  taken  as  part  of  the 
investigation  have  satisfied  this  test. 


No.  of  distributors  registered  in  the  district  ....  26 

No.  of  producer/retailers  in  the  district 
registered  as  dairy  farmers  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  Fisheries  & Food  ....  ....  4 

No.  of  dairies  registered  in  the  district  ....  7 

No.  of  dealer's  licences  ....  ....  31 

No.  of  producer /retailers  licences  granted  by 

the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Fisheries  & Food  ....  4 
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DETAILS'  OF  SAMPLING  DURING  1963 
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SECTION  FOUR  : 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


General 

The  most  notable  event  of  the  year  was  the  introduction 
of  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963  which  came  into  force 
on  the  1st  October.  The  main  provisions  were  : 24  hours  notice 
of  intention  to  slaughter,  mandatory  rules  for  inspection, 
marking  of  carcases  and  charges  for  meat  inspection.  Having 
operated  the  new  regulations  for  the  last  three  months  of  the 
year  it  is  possible  to  make  an  assessment  of  their  effect  and 
to  comment  upon  some  aspects  of  their  administration. 

The  inspection  of  all  animals  intended  for  human 
consumption  has  long  operated  in  this  district.  In  1959, 
following  the  establishment  of  a new  abattoir,  an  inspector  was 
appointed  specifically  for  meat  inspection  duties.  The 
introduction  of  the  new  regulations,  therefore,  caused  no 
major  problem.  A certain  amount  of  extra  work,  both 
administrative  and  technical,  has  been  entailed  but  no 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  maintaining  100/o 
inspection.  Slaughtering  in  the  district  ( with  the  exception 
of  casualty  animals)  were  confined  almost  entirely  to  fixed 
times.  These  times  were  notified  in  writing  to  the  Department 
before  the  commencement  of  the  Regulations.  There  were 
occasions  when  the  abattoir  at  Stratton  St.  Margaret  slaughtered 
in  the  evening  and  at  the  weekend  but  the  amount  of  overtime 
involved  on  meat  inspection  was  relatively  small. 

It  is  considered  unfortunate  that  an  obligatory  system 
of  inspection  should  have  taken  the  place  of  the  recommendations 
contained  in  Memo  3 Food.  The  power  to  exercise  some  discretion 
with  regard  to  routine  inspection  would  avoid  many  of  the 
difficulties  encountered  when  working  on  the  line  system,  as 
is  the  case  at  the  Stratton  Bacon  Factory.  The  problem  here 
is  the  limited  time  available  for  carrying  out  detailed  inspection. 
Entirely  the  opposite  situation  has  existed  at  the  Stratton 
abattoir.  There  with  only  one  slaughterman  employed,  progress 
is  so  slow  it  was  impracticable  to  keep  an  inspector  on  the 
premises  constantly  in  order  to  undertake  examination  at  time  of 
evisceration.  Therefore,  a system  of  periodic  visits  to  these 
premises  throughout  the  day  has  been  employed. 

The  charges  for  meat  inspection  adopted  in  the  district 
were  the  maximum  charges  specified  in  the  Regulations. 

BACON  FACTORY,  STRATTON  ST.  MARGMFET 

The  factory  slaughtered  19,542  pigs  during  the  period, 
an  increase  of  about  3,000  on  last  year.  Comparative  figures 
on  the  incidence  of  disease  over  the  last  4 years  are  set 
out  below.  From  these  it  will  be  seen  that  for  the  first 
time  no  case  of  generalised  tuberculosis  occurred  and  there 
was  also  a marked  fall  in  the  number  of  localised  cases. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  an  employee  for 
smoking  in  contravention  of  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene) 
Regulations.  The  offender  was  granted  a conditional  discharge. 

ABATTOIR,  STRATTON  ST.  MARGARET 

No  significant  changes  occurred  at  the  Abattoir. 

The  slaughtering  figures  were  comparable  with  those  of  the 
previous  year. 

The  premises  continue  to  ‘receive  a high  proportion  of 
casualty  animals  for  slaughter,  the  result  of  which  is 
reflected  in  the  figures  recorded  regarding  condemnations 
and  incidence  of  disease  in  the  statistical  tables. 
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CARCASES  AND  ORGANS  CONDEMNED  IN  ALL 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


Beasts  and  all  organs  « * . . . ....  149 

Beast  carcase  meat  ....  ....  16,652  lbs. 

Beast  heads  ’ ....  ....  23 

Beast  lungs  ■ , . . . ....  144 

Beast  livers  ....  ....  491 

Beast  part  livers  ....  ....  95 

Beast. hearts  •....  ....  24 

Beast  kidneys  ....  ....  96 

Sheep  and  all  organs  ....  ....  4 

Sheep  carcase  meat  ....  ....  3 lbs. 

Sheep  lungs  ....  ....  2 

Sheep  livers  ....  ....  2 


Pigs  and  all  organs 

Pig  carcase  meat 

Pig  heads 

Pig  plucks 

Pig  livers 

Pig  lungs- 

Pig  hearts 

Pig  spleens 

Pig  intestines 

Pig  flecks 

Pig  kidneys 

Pig  blood 


56 

3,013  lbs. 
536 
214 
725 
1,708 
422 
91 
337 
219 
372 

10  galls . 


Calves  and  all  organs  ....  ....  10 
Calves  'lungs  ....  ....  1 
Calves  livers  . ...  ....  1 
Calves  heart  ....  ....  1 


VOLUNTARY  SURRENDER  OF  UNSOUND  FOOD 


During  the  year  the  following  foodstuffs  were  inspected 
and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Surrender  notes 
were  issued  to  the  retailers  concerned 


Pork 

■ ■ 

54 

lbs 

Corned  Beef 

■ ■ 

18 

lbs 

Cooked  Ham 

n a 

122 

lbs 

Rice 

a a 

22 

lbs 

Beans  • • • 

n a 

36 

lbs 

Celery 

■ ■ 

2 

lbs 

Cauliflower 

a ■ 

6 

lbs 

Carrots 

a a 

42 

lbs 

Tomatoes 

a a 

14 

lbs 

Peach  Pulp 

a ■ 

22 

lbs 

Oranges 

a a 

12 

lbs 

Grapefruit 

a a 

12 

lbs 

Apricots 

a a 

6 

lbs 

Apples 

a a 

23 

lbs 

Pineapple 

a a 

12 

lbs 

Pears 

a a 

6 

lbs 
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SECTION  FIVE  : 


FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


List  of  Factories  in  the  District 

Aero  manufacturers  and  repairs 
Agricultural  crop  driers 
Animal  residuals 
Bakers  and  confectioners 
Bakery  Depot  . . . . 

Brewing  and  mineral  waters 
Brickmaking  .... 

Blacksmiths  .... 

Boot  and  shoe  repairs 
Cabinet  making  and  carpentry 
Carpet  and  mat  manufacturers 
Concrete  and  concrete  block  manufacturers 
Electronics 
Electro-plating 

Engineers,  including  repairs  to  motor 
vehicles  and  motor  cycles 

Export  packing 

Food  canning 

Gut  scraping 


■ ■ ■ ■ 


■ a ■ a 


Joinery,  wheelwright,  undertakers  and 
woodworkers  .... 

Laundry  ’ .... 

Metal  sorting  .... 

Motor  body  and  caravan  builders 

Pig  food  processing  .... 

Plant  hire  and  maintenance 

Record  player  manufacturers 

Radio  and  television  repairs 

Saddlers  and  farriers  .... 

Sausage  manufacturers  .... 

Saw  mills  .... 

Sca.f folding  hire  and  maintenance 

Slaughterhouse  with  allied  trades 

Tailoring  .... 

Wood  box  manufacturers 


■ ■ ■ a 


TOTAL  : - 


* Demolished  December  1963 
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'•  including  one  demolished 
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SECTION  SIX:  PUBLIC  HEALTH  GENERAL 


1.  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

From  information  supplied  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
BISHOPSTONE 

The  new  treatment  works  were  put  into  operation 
during  1962  and  the  work  of  connecting  the  properties  to 
the  new  system  of  sewers  was  completed  during  1963.  The 
ground  around  the  treatment  works  has  been  landscaped  and 
certain  areas  grassed  and  kept  lawn-mown  and  the  works  look 
part  of  the  countryside. 

BLUNSDON  ST.  ANDREW 

In  view  of  the  modernisation  of  properties  and 
new  development  taking  place  within  the  area,  a survey  is 
being  carried  out  with  a view  to  enlarging  the  existing 
treatment-  works  and  sewers. 

HAYDON  WICK 

Large  scale  development  is  taking  place  in  this 
parish,  which  adjoins  Swindon  Borough  and  it  has  been 
necessary  for  the  developers  to  construct  a pumping  station 
to  pump  the  sewage  to  the  sewers  in  Swindon . The  Council 
have  given  instructions  for  the  Village  to  be  re-sewered 
to  this  pumping  station,  and  the  scheme  has  received  the 
approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  anf  Local  Government. 

It  is  anticipated  that  tenders  will  be  invited  during  the 
next  year,  and  the  work  put  in  hand.  When  this  is 
completed  it  is  proposed  to  use  the  existing  foul  sewers 
as.  surface  water  sewers  to  prevent  flooding  of  certain 
properties  in  the  Village. 

INGLESHAM 

This  is  a small  Hamlet  with  cesspools,  and  septic 
tanks.  There  are  no  sewers  in  the  Hamlet  and  earth  closets 
are  in  use.  The  Council  have  instructed  their  Surveyor  to 
investigate  and  report  back  to  them  on  a scheme  of  Sewerage 
and  Sewage  Disposal  for  this  Hamlet. 

WAN  BOROUGH.,  LIDDINGTON,  LITTLE  HINTON  AND  BAD  BURY  (CHISELDON 

* - p/pvI3H)  - 

A scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for 
Wanborough  has  been  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  approved  and  an 
enquiry  held. 

The  Inspector  holding  the  enquiry  requested 
further  particulars  regarding  the  pumping  of  sewerage  to 
Swindon  in  lieu  of  a treatment  works  a.t  Wanborough  and 
incorporating,  Liddington,  Little  Hinton  and  Badbury  in 
the  scheme.  These  details  have  been  submitted  and  the 
Ministry  have  intimated  they  would  be  prepared  to  receive 
a scheme  for  approval  based  on  a treatment  works  at 
Wanborough,  including  the  drainage  from  Liddington,  Little 
Hinton  and  Badbury. 

WROUGHTON 

The  wo rk  in  connection  with  the  enlargement  and 
modernisation  of  the  Sewage  Treatment  Works  has  proceeded 
during  the  year  and  good  progress  is  being  maintained. 
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2. 


CARAVAN  SITES  & CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT  1960 


During  the  year  one  of  the  Discontinuance  Orders  made 
and  confirmed  in  1961  became  effective  and  the  site  was 
cleared.  This  leaves  one  site  subject  to  a Discontinuance 
Order  to  be  cleared,  and  the  effective  date  for  this  is 
1966. 

One  site  was  increased  from  5 to  8 caravans,  but 
otherwise  the'  situation  as  to  the  total  number  of  caravans 
in  the  District  remained  virtually  the  same  as  in  1962, 
increases  being  balanced  by  sites  becoming  vacant,  so 
that  at  31st  December  1963,  the  gross  total  was  189 
(1962  - 188).  This  number  includes  11  on  a site  the 
subject  of  a Discontinuance  Order. 

In  1963  application  was  made  for  the  establishment  of  a 
caravan  site  on  2 different  locations  within  the  District, 
both  of  which  were  refused  Planning  Permission. 

Improvement  of  the  larger  sites  continues,  and  with 
the  provision  of  mains  electricity  to  the  one  site  where 
progress 'on  the  completion  of  facilities  was  retarded, 

1964  will  sec  all  sites  brought  up  to  a high  standard. 

Considerable  thought  has  been  given  to  the  provision 
of  suitable  fire-fighting  equipment  on  caravan  sites, 
and  some  research  into  the  suitability  of  various 
equipment  on  the  market  for  caravan  sites  was  carried  out. 
Caravan  fires  are  so  very  rapid  that  in  most  cases, .however 
promptly  the  Fire  Brigade  is  called,  and  the  call  answered, 
it  is  too  late  by  the  time  the  Brigade  arrives.  All 
occupiers  of  individual  caravan  sites  in  the  District 
are  required  by  their  licence  conditions  to  provide  and 
maintain  a suitable  fire-extinguisher.  The  multiple 
sites  are  well  equipped  with  fire  points  consisting 
of  two  2-gallon  extinguishers  to  each  point.  It  is  felt, 
however,  that  some  follow  up  action  after  the  immediate 
use  of  extinguishers  is  necessary,  particularly  where 
delay  in  discovery  has  resulted  in  the  fire  getting 
sufficient  hold  to  make  extinguishers  inadequate. 

Suitable  multi -dir ectional  hose  reel  equipment  has 
been  devised  in  conjunction  with  a leading  manufacturer 
and  it  is  hoped  that  in  1964  all  multiple  sites  will  have 
sufficient  standpipe  and  hose  reel  equipment,  in  addition 
to  fire  points,  subject  to  mains  water  pressures  being 
adequate,  so  that  the  best  possible  equipment  is 
available.  * 
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3. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses 
in  the  Council's  area. 


4.  OFFENSIVE  TRADES 


a ) Marshgate  Works,  Stratton  Road,  Stratton  St.  Margaret 


Large  scale  improvements  are  still  taking  place 
at  this  large  animal  by-products  processing  plant  to  improve 
the  efficiency  of  the  process,  the  quality  of  the  eventual 
product,  and  reduce  any  possible  nuisance  to  an  absolute 
minimum. 


To  this  end,  structures  have  been  enlarged; 
roofs  heightened;  ventilation  improved;  new  and 
additional  plant  installed;  and  methods  of  handling 
revised. 

The  standard  of  co-operation  between  the 
management  and  my  Department  remains  at  a very  high 
level  and  I feel  sure  that  due  to  this  no  serious 
complaint  of  nuisance  in  respect  of  these  works  was 
received  during  the  year. 


b)  Gut  Scraping  Premises,  off  Swindon  Road,  Wroughton 


Not  in  use  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  SEVEN  : 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  & DISPOSAL 


Collection 

The  number  of  dwellings  in  the  district  increased 
by  a further  719  during  the  year,  bringing  the  total 
to  9,608  not  including  many  business  premises  from  which 
refuse  is  collected.  This  has  imposed  a great  strain 
on  the  existing  vehicle  fleet  and  it  is  hoped  that 
during  1964  it  will  be  possible  to  augment  this  by  the 
purchase  of  a 50  cubic  yard  Pakamatic  vehicle.  A weekly 
kerbside  collection  of  refuse  has  been  maintained  throughout 
the  district  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  labour 
position  has  not  been  quite  so  difficult  as  in  the  previous 
year . 


Vehicles 


1 

1 

1 


1 


1 


1 


Dennis  Side  Loader 
10  cubic  yard 

Petrol 

Acquired 

7.9.48 

Dennis  Side  Loader 
12  cubic  yard 

Petrol 

Acquired 

31.5.51 

Shelvoke  & Drewry 
18  cubic  yard 
with  power  press 

Diesel 

Acquired 

21.10.58 

S & D 

18  cubic  yard 
with  power  press 

Diesel 

Acquired 

May  1960 

S & D 

18  cubic  yard 
with  power  press 

Diesel 

Acquired 

Oct. 1962 

Fordson  Dexta  for  ' 

Refuse  Disposal 

Acquired 

April  1963 

The  10  cubic  yard  Dennis  Side  Loader  is  kept  as  a 
spare  vehicle  and  put  into  service  only  to  replace  during 
breakdown  of  any  of  the  other  vehicles.  It  is  very 
far  from  reliable  and  when  a new  vehicle  can  be  purchased  - 
it  is  hoped  during  1964  - then  this  vehicle  can  be 
disposed  of. 


During  the  year  the  Lass ey-F erguson  tractor  used  on  the 
Pro ugh ton  Refuse  Tip  was  replaced  by  a new  Fordson  Dexta 
machine . 


Staff 

1 - Foreman 
4 - Drivers 

1 - Spare  Driver /Loader 
1 - Tractor  driver 
13-  Loaders 

1 - General  Duties  Fan  on  tip  maintenance,  maintenance  of 
vehicle  garage  and  surrounds;  Litter  Bin  maintenance; 
grass  cutting  at  aged  persons  bungalows;  and  assistance 
on  Rodent  Control  when  required. 
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Refuse  Dispos al 


The  controlled  tip  at  North  Wroughton  is  still  being 
utilised  for  refuse  disposal  but  the  amount  of  land  still 
available  is  becoming  very  limited  and  it  -will  be  necessary 
for  the  Council  to  give  urgent  consideration  to  the 
acquisition  of  another  tipping  site  and  also  the  installation 
of  some  type  of  refuse  disposal  plant  for  the  reduction 
of  bulk  in  order  to  conserve  tipping  space.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  problem  can  be  very  seriously  tackled  during 
1964. 

Statistical  Details 

No.  of  premises  from  which  collection  is  ma.de  9,800 


Area  of  district  ....  ....  48,549  acres 


Method  of  collection  ....  ....  Weekly, kerbside 


Method  of  disposal  ....  ....  Controlled  tip 

at  North  Wrought on. 


oOo 


DISEASES  OF  MIMr.LS  ( WASTE.  FOODS  ) ORDER  1957 


Only  seven  pig  keepers  now  operate  swill  boiling  plants 
in  the  district  and  only  one  of  these  has  more  than  twenty 
pigs. 

All  premises  were  subject  to  inspection  during  the 
year  and  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food's  leaflets  on  Swill  Drill 
were  distributed  to  all  concerned. 
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RODENT  CONTROL : 

General 

For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  routine  treatments  of 
surveyed  and  notified  premises  followed  its  usual  course,  and. 
the  regular  programme  of  sewage  works  and  refuse  tip  treatments 
again  proved  well  worthwhile  in  that  no  infestation  remains 
undiscovered  on  these  installations  long  enough  to  give  serious 
trouble , 


Beginning  in  October  and  lasting  into  December  the  number 
of  infestations  dealt  with  showed  the  usual  winter  rise,  but 
this  year  the  rise  was  sharper  and  was  characterized  by 
several  large  infestations  suddenly  occurring. 

One  of  these  was  in  land  adjoining  an  animal  wastes 
processing  plant,  and  in  this  case  some  li  - 2 cwt.  of  poisoned 
meal  was  used.  Another  was  in  a farm  where  strict  rodent 
control  measures  had  always  been  in  force.  Here  the  sudden 
large  increase  in  the  rat  population  caused  the  farmer  to  suspe 
that  because  large  quantities  of  bait  were  being  consumed  and 
no  appreciable  decrease  in  rats  had  taken  place,  the  rats  might 
be  Warfarin  resistant.  Investigation  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food  proved  otherwise  and  an 
increased  baiting  programme  brought  the  situation  under 
control. 

Another  example  occurred  in  the  newly  laid  sewers  of  a 
building  site.  Here  on  investigation  a high  proportion  of  the 
manholes  checked  showed  evidence  of  infestation.  All  were 
treated  and  eventually  the  system  was  cleared.  As  there  was 
no  nearby  source  of  the  infestation  and  the  infestation  was 
confined  to  the  sewers  of  the  new  estate,  further  investigation 
showed  that  the  most  likely  cause  was  entry  by  rats,  in  the 
early  stages  of  the  estate  development,  via  drainheads  in 
houses  under  construction  left  unsealed  for  several  weeks 
awaiting  fittings,  gullies  etc. 

Sewer  treatments  in  the  District  were  carried  out  in  all 
systems  with  similar  results  to  previous  years,  i.e.  only 
very  slight  infestations  found. 

The  following  pest  infestations  were  also  dealt  with 


Wasps  .... 

12 

Ants  .... 

13 

Bees  .... 

1 

Earwigs  .... 

4 

Woodl ice  .... 

3 

Fleas  .... 

4 

Cockroaches . . 
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SECTION  EIGHT: 


PETROLEUM  CONSOLIDATION  ACT  1928 


The  following  particulars  give  the  total  quantity  of 
petroleum,  spirit  and  the  amount  of  carbide  of  calcium 
stored  in  the  district,  together  with  the  number  of 
licences  issued.  Parish  details  are  shown  on  the 
accompanying  Table. 

PETROLEUM  SPIRIT 

Total  quantity  licensed  for  private  users  ....  34,800  galls 
Total  quantity  licensed  for  filling  stations..  82,150  galls 


Total  quantity  stored  ....  116,950  galls 


Number  of  private  store  licences  ....  ,60 

Number  of  filling  station  licences  ....  21 


Total  number  of  licences  issued  : 81 


CARBIDE  OF  CALCIUM 


1 Private  user, 
1 Private  user, 
1 Priva.te  user. 

Total  number  of 


Chiseldon  . , . . 
Highworth  , . . . 
Stratton  .... 

inspections  during 


2,240  lb. 
112  lb. 
89,600  lb. 

91,952  lb. 
the  year  - 239 


Routine  inspections  have  continued  involving  much  work 
and  time  in  the  last  twelve  months . All  new  tanks  and  tanks 
over  20  years  of  age  have  been  tested.  Three  of  the  latter 
failed,  the  test  and  we  re  removed  or  filled  in  the  prescribed 
manner . 

Five  licences  were  cancelled  in  this  period,  three  of 
the  installations  being  used  for  diesel  oil,  one  installation 
was  dismantled  and  the  tank  removed,  one  licencee  died  and  the 
tank  was  filled  with  water.  In  addition  one  new  filling  station 
was  licenced  and  one  licence  transferred  to  a new  owner. 

239  visits  were  made  during,  the  year  and,  on  the  whole, 
the  installations  complied  with  the  Council'' s Licence  Conditions 
In  no  case  were  employees  seen  smoking  but  in  two  cases  strong 
warnings  were  issued  with  reference  to  the  delivery  of  petrol 
into  unlabelled  cans.  Other  infractions  concerning  inadequate 
notices  near  the  pumps  and  fire  extinguishers  that  obviously 
needed  attention.  In  one  case  immediate  action  had  to  be  taken 
where  a service  station  was  being  modernised.  The  contractors 
had  cut  off  the  ventilation  pipe  from  the  tank  and  left  the 
pipe  discharging  at  ground  level.  In  addition  red  warning 
lamps  with  naked  paraffin  lights  had  been  placed  around  the 
petrol  pump  islands.  In  all  cases,  however,  I would  like  to 
place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  excellent  co-operation 
received  from  the  licencees. 
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NUMBER  OF  LICENCES  ISSUED 
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SECTION  NINE: 


HOUSING 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1963 


1,  Number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  district  at 

end  of  year  ....  ....  ....  9264 

2,  Number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  district 

owned  by  local  authority  ....  ....  1791 

3,  Number  of  temporary  dwellings  in  district 

owned  by  local  authority  ....  ....  343 

4,  Number  of  applications  for  Council  houses 

at  end  of  year  (Live  List)  ....  ....  341 

5 » Inspection  of  dwel lings  during  ye ar : 

(i)  No.  dwellings  inspected  under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts  ....  ....  1039 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  unfit.  12 

6.  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  conseguence 

of  informal  action  ....  ....  10 

7 , Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,10,12.  Housing 
Act , ,1957 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ....  - 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service 

of  formal  notices  ....  ....  - 

(a)  By  owners  ....  ....  .... 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 
B * Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts . 

(i)  Number  of7  dwellings  where  formal  notices  were 

served  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  made  fit  as  a result  of 

formal  notices  ....  ....  .... 

(a)  By  owners  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

C , Proceedings  under  Section  16,  Housing  Act  1957 

(i)  Number  of  demolition  Orders  made  ....  1 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  as  result  of 

demolition  Orders  ....  ....  13 

(iii)  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  to  make  fit  or 

not  to  re-let  ....  ....  ....  4 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellings  made  fit  as  result  of 

undertakings  ....  ....  ....  4 

D.  Proceedings  under  Sections  42,43,46,48  Housing 
Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  clearance  areas  upon  which 

demolition  Orders  were  made  .... 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  as  result  of 

demolition  Orders  ....  ....  - 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  in  clearance  areas  which 

have  been  retained  as  temporary  accommodation  - 

E . Proceedings  under  Sections  17^,18,27  Housing  Act 
T9  5 7 , and  Section  26,  Housing  Act  1961, 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  closing  Orders  were  made  1 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  closed  as  a result  of  closing 

Orders  or  undertakings  by  owners  ....  5 

F , Proceedings  under  Section  76 ^ Housing  Act  1957 

(i)  Number”  of  cases  of  o ver crowding  at  end  of  year  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  discovered 

during  year  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  during 

year  ....  ....  ....  Nil 
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SUMMARY  OF  ACTION  TAKEN  UNDLR  THE  HOUSING  ACT  1936/57 


DURING  THE  YEAR  1963 


Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  . ... 
Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  .... 
Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  .... 

Total  : - 


Number  of  houses  demolished 
Number  of  Closing  Orders  lifted 
Number  of  Undertakings  cleared 
Number  of  Demolition  Orders  revoked  , 
Number  of  Closing  Orders  replaced  by 
Demolition  Orders 
Number  licensed  for  temporary  occupation 
Number  rendered  uninhabitable  and  adapted 
for  use  as  agricultural  stores  .... 


■ a a a 


Total  : - 


1 

5 

6 

12 

11 


23 


FROM  1945  - 1963 


Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made 
Number  of  Closing  Orders  made 
Number  of  Undertakings  accepted 


178 

19 

104 


Total  301 


a ■ a a 


Number  of  houses  demolished 
Number  of  Closing  Orders  lifted 
Number  of  Undertakings  cleared 
Number  of  Demolition  Orders  revoked 
Number  licensed  for  temporary  occupation 
Number  rendered  uninhabitable  and  adapted 
for  use  as  agricultural  stores  .... 

Number  on  which  action  is  pending  .... 
Number  of  Closing  Orders  replaced  by 
Demolition  Orders  .... 


154 

8 

70 

4 

4 

9 

50 

2 


Total  301 


LOCAL  AUTHORITY  TEMPORARY  DNbLLINGC  DEALT  WITH 


Closed  or 

Demolished 

» ■ ■ ■ 

a ■ ■ a 

10 

dur i ng 

1962 

Closed  or 

Demolished 

a a a a 

B a b a 

24 

during 

1963 

Total  34 
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STANDARD  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  COMPLETED  FROM  1959-1963 


Year 

Number  of  Grants 

Amount  of  Grant 

£ 

1959 

2 

148 

1960 

39 

3,123 

1961 

34 

2,778 

1962 

61 

5,661 

1963 

33 

3,940 

Total 

169 

£15,650 

DISCRETIONARY  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


Number  of  Discretionary  Improvement 

Grants  completed  during  1963  ....  8 


The  Total  Value  of  Discretionary  Improvement  Grants 
paid  during. 1963  ....  ....  £2,662 


This  brings  the  total  number  of  discretionary 
improvement  grants  completed,  from  1949  to  1963  to 
248,  and  the  value  of  grant  paid  during  that  period 
to  ” £67,583. 


oOo 
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TYPES  OF  HOUSES  OWNED  BY  THE 


HIGHWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  AS  AT  THE 


3 1ST  DECEMBER  1963 


TRADITIONAL 


Post-war  aged  persons  bungalows 
Pre-war  houses  .... 

Pre-war  aged  persons  bungalows 
War-time  agricultural  houses 
Post-war  houses  .... 

Post-war  flats  .... 

Experimental  houses  (Chick) 
Gregory  flats  .... 

Warden  scheme  .... 

NON-TRADITIONAL  ' 


37 

475 

27 

8 

222 

44 

6 

8 

21 


Reema  aged  persons  bungalows  ....  117 

Reema  houses  ....  ....  365 

Reema  flats  ....  ....  35 

Woolaway  houses  ....  ....  76 

Cornish  Unit  houses  ....  120 

Cornish  Unit  flats  . . : . ....  48 

Airey  houses  ....  ....  156 

Swedish  timber  houses  ....  8 

Cornish  unit  aged  persons  bungalows...  4 

BUNGALOWS  ORIGINALLY  ERECTED  BY  THE  MI NIL TRY  OF 

AIRCRAFT  PRODUCTION  


MISCELLANEOUS  PROPERTIES 
Staff  houses  and  flats 
Site  houses  .... 


848 


929 


343 


14 


2,134 
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POST-WAR  HOUSES  NUMBER  COMPLETED  YEARLY 
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